Cn numbers., o /7
(To be discussed with J.M. Levy-Leblond).

The alphanumericzl code is hybrid. Letters are musical netaticns, numbers are
ideograns, ('a" means a scund, "2" means the mental image of a couple)., Letters
hrve to de with speech and sang, numbers with Gestaltic vision. Probably, two
different cerebral hemispheres are involved here., Letters are organized in lines,
they are, like speech, Ziscoursive. UNumbers are usually immersec in the letter
discourse, but they need nct be, If we lool at a mathematical expression, we see
a Gestait, z scere, 2 "Sachverhali", not & discourse. Fumbers zre somehow extracted
from imaginction intec ciscourse, when they appear in texts, they zre not fully de=
veloppeds The alpha-numerical code dces violence tc image thinking. This mar be
cne of the ressons which had Kant say: "if a text does nct ccntain numbers, tkhow
it away". Computer ccdes, (especially digital ones), may be seen as a liberation
cf numbers from letiers.

There &re however various points which bother e {a) There is & gray zone
between numbers and letters. TFor instarce: "i" is a symbel in formel logical,

(zné syntaciicsl) znsiysis, mearing Yclass'. Ie this a letier or z number” (r

ig it neither? Cr: you mey write "two'" instead cf "Z". If so, did you transcode
an imege ints ¢ disccurse? :~gain: is the symbol "=" imsginative, (because it is

reversible), or ic it discoursive, (because it is linezar’? (b)Vhat is logic? Tt
cennot be reducsd to mathematics, (see "Principiz mathemciica®), but it is not ne=-

oolian logics)e Is it linked to letters, {(as its nane
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suggest, “lcpein'), cor is it extra-linguistic, (the logic of dreams Ior instance)?

Jvr% o6 T on Lf I feormelime lomic? whet do I mear by Vpropositicn calcoulus"? IS
tris Sontveziz beitweer numbers and letters, (between ipaginoticn znd discocursive

rezscu), ©r iz 1% & iower level which underiies both num bers ané letters®t (c) tvhat

ere gxuthelic i ges of ecuations, {fer instance Iractzl ones)? Imzgination deliverec

ifferent sort of imaginsticn, diffsrent Irom mzthe-

with Vaetv? .nd whetl sbout mobile curves
cv o tercinnl’ Den curves be made to vibrate, (like scund waves)? Is this wha
T-thuporss h & in wini? Is "pure music", (Bach), a meetirng prirt welween leilers,

ruders, ond ccoucrefs enrperience, and is this whet art is zbout, {("zisthestair= to

( 1
z visual Bech’ . ni are comnulers wotential

(4) Is “science” o nethed tc mare puch synthes

cnd if so, whzt o we mean oy “iruth"t The oppesite of error’, cr ci "lzlsehcod!,
er ¢ Fzke', or ¢f ‘fictior’, or whalt IIvVe DumoErE & different truth from lettiers
Fzcouse tie sousthing difierent? Iz there scmething out There whickh ig zde-
cuete o lotters, und comething which 18 cteguate To rumaersst »: Tne Jews seekers
22 litersi truth, .m0 the Greeks of Mideel" trutht The leuters JAVE &8 zgainst the
imnge of Tii: lnncves overt Ie inis the difference belueen Imeil zni al atheia?

2211 us up, -ear frien’, sonetimes next week, (vhen we zre back fren Switzerland).

eur chorming wife, alsc on Zaith's par



