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The purpess of the follawing conaiderationﬁ is to argus that the
_ nganing of the messagaa irradiatod by what is gonerally, thongh wrong
1y, called the "audioviaual mediar, ia not ebvieus and must bc lsarned
bty the receivers. That one muat learn hew to decipher what comaa sut
of & T? bnx, Jua- as unch aa one muat learn how to dacipher what is
printad an the nage of a newspap.r. In cuher wordsz 1% will be argued
 that the oasa with wh‘cy.ovan small childron seem to ”nnderstandﬂ what
‘thsy soe and hoar wh;ls watching TY, listoning to the radie, looking
_at a einemn Bcrean or at posterﬂ, is nisleadlng I believe *hat such
a typa ef argument is inportant, becauso.it seems ta me that *he fntura
~ holds baaically twe,‘and only two, virtualities, as far es the search
ffor the meaning of the World amd of life in it is cencernedz aither we
shall loarn hew o0 mastar the new codes which ir*igata us constanily
with xisleadins infermltien, or We shall lead livea progranned by these
whe nanipalate these codes, that is meanlnglesa lives within a world
beccme devaid of meaning.
To rander such a Man;cnaelstic suatemenu somewhat lasa diffioult
to swallcw, let =me consider briefly what happena while one waﬁchee Y.
There is & box ameng the furmilurs of a sit ing rooxm, and fhat box has
a window-like glass and a few buttens. If the buttons are adequately
hendled, the bex will enzt cima—liks images and sounds, .The handling
of the butions is easy, any child can do 1%, bat the reasons: Why it
works are complex and not even specialized jechriciams cen fully ex-
plain them, Now such a type of systems is called functionally gimple
and sirwcturally complex®, and it is cheracterized by the faect that
it is ™magic®i: ene Seemd e master it, but does neot ¥mow why, and thus
£alls victim to ift.
Tet me add that the TY bex sSeems 49 eceupy the place previously
taken by the mother in the family or the feachar in the c¢lasg room:
it emits informatian, and the recelvers git in & semicircle around 1%
to receive the information. But of course it would be wremg te be-
lieve that the TY bex is a magicel substitute far @ Mother er a teache:
It is net really an emittor, (1ike mother or ‘teacher), but the tip ef
ane of the inumerous Iay=s Whlch irradﬂaua fren an emitter. The recelv-
ers which sit in the Bitting roem de net really ferm a gemicircle a-
round it, (as they do in the family and the cless roem}y butl thqrfern
a segment of a gigantic cirecle around the invisible emifter. Thas "tH
TY bex doesrmnotd really substitute for mether or tcacher: i+ dastroya
structures of the type wfamily® and "class roem", and 13 establishes



a new type of structure :Lnstaad. A type which i3 net unliks Reman g()

- mphitheatrea, onJy nnoh largsr, and thus 38y be called a "cesaic

&

circus'.
Now 4% 18 in such a situatien of a magical cesmic circus that the

imazes and sounds which emanate frem the box raae.h the receiver, Hé

‘ takes 'bhaa ) meen scenes of the outside world. That 451 he makes him

self beliave that the bex is a window, or e telescope, or 2 periscope,

threugh which he can see the world outside, or the world far away,

N ‘l:ho w.rld abeve the surface. Althongh ef caurs&, he kniwa bétiar. Ha

]:nowa that the uages and sounds de met pencﬂ:rate the sitting Toom Com
ing ia fm ".'he worlﬁ*, (as they de in the oasi of windewa), tat ¢
ing in rz-u an emittar which mipalatcs then. M they therefarc de
ned naan sceasa of the werld as da windew viswa, {that they m net
nsynptmtie# of the. world), ut that they mean what the onit’car wants
them to noa'n, (tha‘h they are "syabols' of tha werld) 'rhe rsceivi:-
' k:aows this, net only because somebedy told hm 801 he can slt that 4+
is se. The images shine in ca‘thodie 1ight, which is one o:f thi very
rere tems of light which de net stn, even indirectly, frem the suny
ami therefara have something umtzral, ar‘ciﬁicial, about them, 31.-:11:
' evm in the face of such cv:i.denc' te the cantrnry the reeeiver mkn
himself believe il ihe ba iz a kind of windew dpen’ towaz-d ths wg;-_m, .
This "bad fa.i'l:h' of his is the worse, if eme considers how tme
windews work. They are heles in wal_ls which pem‘c world visim. tat
they ars meaningful only if they m aynchrenizsd with athe;" holss in
walls, called "dgors®, and which perni‘k penetration o:f thc mn-].&. Fine
dows are instruments te see hew things are, and deors are instments
to change the world en the basis of windw visiens, Windews are places
of thecry to be applied in deer praxis. But TV bexes have ne deers te
them, they are "&on‘loss menads”, The world they show 13 mpenom‘hlc
for the receiver, the visiens ‘shey permit cannot be appl’ted, they offer
impracticable theories, in sum: as windews they are *irresponsible” ia
the true sSense of that term. :

Altheugh the receivaer mows that the TV bex is ne true WindOW, hé
wants te ‘bﬂiove that it is one, becsuse he wants to participats in the
magical cosmic é:.rcus. Put even se 1t 1s not sasy te maintaim that
fiction. The guestion: "what do the images and sounds meen?” pope up,
even if the receiver has de c:Lded to make them mean “the worldv., Im such
instances the bex itselif will provide the receiver with a key te the
naaninn Among the images which issue from the bex thers is one, calle
-#d mannouncer®, and it announces that the i’cllowing imagos will xmean
nfacts", (for instance news), "fictien®, (for instance TT playa), or
"behavier models®, (for instance commercials). The images the elves



-3— 3

.9 net pcrntt such an ontological distinction between what wlgw, wh.t
"may ‘bo', and what 'ongh‘t ts be®, preoiadly 'becauso thay are nynbols, net
' sylptw. But of caurse: the lciy te the nganing which thé ‘b.z Prevides is
' usloading. 'Ehs announeor may be an actor nporsonating an motmcer, and
' there 15 ne way in which the raceiﬂr niaht dzsmu- this, ﬂma, having
dagided that the Dox is a window, the receiver has relinquished his capa=
" eity to ask what thae mesaage he is receiving meansy he has abandoneé his
critieal a.aculty a.nd cgndamed h.insel:r tc alianatien.
Bﬂ such is a VQ:'J’ convenient, evqn highly pleasurable, alianatinn.
Having dec:%.ded that ho doos not care whnthor whn‘a he s8ees and hem 13 fac’t,
a tz-us "reeaivu:“' The wcrld nw cencarnen hin cn]y ia as fa:.- as 1% ems
in thrmgh the bu:, emd whatever may happen -'oeh:!.nd the bax® beconua mta-
physioa:.- fer him, m. meisuy becanse he has decided that the bex 1s °
‘a windw, he haa rendareﬁ it opague e what stands hohind 1t, mcl;r the
onittu- and tho mn.nimlation of meanings that z0 om wi*bhin thé nd.ttar.
Enving thus transformed, threugh *bad faithw, the amitter inte a metaph;rs-
ieal entity, the receive* can new eu;]oy irresponsa'oility- cansuni sensat-
"igms, In fact: the acceptarca of the 'box as a windaw i_mpliea the ahmden
of aeﬁve 1i?e in faver of ane af naaaive eeﬁtemalaﬁm. '
) Befere censidoring this change ef axistential climate, from act=
ion to passien, fron productian te cansunntian, frem partidmﬁon 131 Ll =
loguas 3o reeepticml of discourses, in sum: frem histariml +8 post—hiatn'-
ieal existance, let us glance at the 7V 'boz, ne lenger frem the peint o?
view of the receiver, ‘but fron +the bird's eye view, The bex will 'k.’am be
seen as being attached %o an antma, and a fores?t of antcmsai will bé
sesn Lo grow eut of the roefs of our ci‘aies, a forest of tentacles which
ot cit* as advance inte the elecm-na@etie scean on ‘the beﬁam ef vwhich
thay know to 1ie witheut being able to imagine this, Now thase a:rbmm
are so many mou’she threugh which the cities suck in the inimginabld, and
+tha boxas atteched to them are devioes to ’cransfom that 1nimgina'bli inte
sound and image. The bexss are thus seen to be apparatns which tramsforms
1n1ma@i1m‘hlc, but corceivable processes into easily imgina‘bls t in com=
ceivam; (vedanse wrongly deciphered), 'arocessu, (mely: elactrmagnrtic
waves into TV prdgrm) Such a peint of view has the advantagse ‘bo render
~visidle the ideelogy whiah hidas bvehind the 2V box, na.mel?'x in 2 worlﬂ bae
come too highly cenceptual te still e uagina‘nln, (11; a world aempessd ot
eloctz-emetic fieldw and the likn). the best way to livae is te try and
ne lenger conceive and be centent with easily imaginable programs, Thus
the TV box and i1t antenna ars ssen 'ho be instments of em ideologr which
" advooates imaginative, uncritical thinking as against canceptual critical
- thd.nking, and which advooatas this for the nassts, to te su.-..-e, not for the
éhte that manipulates the bex a.nd ita antemza. “'
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ing and vemd® imsc thinld.l‘o Te understand this procéss, it is neces— _’)
. ?M tho term "appmm' means in this casé. I¥ means a co:nplex

o oenposod of men end usm:en’cs which eve cloacly aynchronizdd. | Nﬂ such
4z a trul,y revolntiona:ry aituation. In tho wt. thers exis‘ced oaly twe
:-.J_atj.one ‘betwaen zan and tul: einthey the taol s'erved m, aad tbas »li-

o h‘mt.ﬁu him from laber, er »an served tm. and thus becams 'enslmaﬂ

"by the teol er by him whe possesasd i%. In fact 1% may be held that hise
toxy is a series 9% veriationa on the thema "whe gwes what teel and why

‘ shnuz.d awm 159%, Bnt wi‘s:ain an a,pmatu.s this becenmds minglzss quést
ion, which is ene of the reasons why Earzist mlvsis &oes no’a suu te bé
| edeauatote the present situatien.

‘ Eha men within an’ appara‘kaa, {le".: rs call them *Opera‘l:m*}, do net

_ m ‘the !.nsmmts they wcrk w:.th ner are they ovned by tha. Thérs 32
L'.ia Zagk n8 ﬂmnr*1 unlesa 11: be the appamtas 1tael£. ms ths teahd :
neithai: *hbera.ta* nor ﬂenslsve* the cpera'tors theur e.re 8o to speak wg:,a.
ed ‘l:a then. A cemm :!.s ne: hing witheut a cemers, and ] camera nc'bh:!-.ng
without i%s eporaten 'J.'hay are revarsi’ble 'factara of a relation; both are
_'varia'blea and nene is’ conatan‘b. Operatn's are not artisens or ar-tistx in
%he sense that ‘thay paster their toels, nor are t‘bey nrﬂe*m-ians n the
gense that they are ms'sered ‘ay 'sm: they are 4 new 1,7133 9f ®ER sﬁ‘m
appu:ratas is beth mere than !:a!aan: i‘L' ccntaiaﬂ _are thaza men, and 1093 tha
homens 4t contains 'beels which are sublupen simulistiens of m;-

It is this. ld.né of 'bo‘!:h suoerhaman grd subhuman coxplax which dé=
vours concepts end vordiis 337 ‘Dregraus. ¥e wondar that t...e reeeiver doé&s
net want %o think a'beu'f: this nr.mster while wa“:c}:ing ¥, Put 1f ens taktl
& cybermetical attitude veward those monstem, i? one disregzrds thair
inner conplex::.ties and considers them ta be *‘b.ack boxes™, that is 1f snme
enly censiders the input and output of TV emittors, the urablen ’oecous
easier to handle, One can then sae thet wha{ gees intg the *black reced-
ern ig infermaiion cencemizzg evenis, and wha“' Comas u‘b is & mm :
The basic difference beitween tha twe codes 4s thisg eoncemal informat-
ion, like the events i relates, is compesed of unique, irrevaca‘nle and
irrepetitable instances, While TV tregrams mey be repeatad over and over.
Concerptual information concemng the Za:lv-e war is, like the evend it re=
perts, unigus and may be dated, whilst you may watch the prograsm about 1t
three times & day, or, if you heve & video-cassette, any Sime you want to.
Row this is of course the diffarence beween concadtion and imaginatioen, de
tween ono-dimensioral and - two-dimensiaaal couing The first one reamns the
universe of historical evanta, end the second one meens the univarse of &
termal repetition. Thns what TV end.tters de is to re-code h.istory inte
myth, unique acts inte reversible rituals, and TV images end sourds 4o
net mean the universe of hiatarical wenta, at a mythical anive:bsd meant

to cover up the first one.
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It sheuld be obvioua sven from this aketchy and unsatisfactery
description, hewever, that the nythical universe meent by v rregrans
cannot be of the same type a3 Was the nythical universe of tha Ancienttf '
that the Prime minister ‘cannot be a mythieal figure 11k. Herculga and
_'the zaire war a myuhical ritnal likbtfhh way ef the Eitanl. Ehia shonld
‘ te obvions boeause, howcver tho mythical world of thas Ancientg nean. A
boutﬂ, 1t certainly had net beern preduced by an apparatus which unas
hist.xy'as the code frem which it derivas nythical Programs, In other
werdss the mythical universa neant bty TV programs 13 of a different o=
der frem "original® wy$hs, it is s peat-historical un-verse, whj_ls'!: the
“original myths were pre—histaric. It is therefore wrong td cempare
Miss Barde?t to Aphioditt or Mr. Nixor *c Berm*ﬂ: APhradité ard Hernes
are ﬂnodala of expariencs", (chs),_Wh¢le Miss Zerdot ard Mr. Hlxon ars
predacta of same hlghly abstract, elﬁborate and iaeolagical cancenta co
difiea inte imaga and souna mltb*n an apparatua. Cr,'+a put it anothe
wayg Aphredi‘é liVEd "cnce upen a tlme" the historieal Mise Bardot lives
in the 20th century and the Mlss Bardet &f T? pregrams l_ves "en and on®,

~ The eternal repet bility *n_ch charac erizea T? cedes, (and whi eh
is very similar, thengh net 1ui'!:e 1dert1cal with what Nietz sche had im
mind wher speaking cf the SLpermar'e Wlll te cher), meanﬁ the end af bis
tozy net auly becauqe i% b da vhe sgralght 11_- of h_storical time into
& circie, but alse becanse it creates a new sort d? memory, & ind of ime
mortality of the second order. ‘ne irpges and scurds of Tf‘;’éogistared
on video tapes yractlcally *or evnr. the apparatus uoes not forga% thgn
And what goes for TV soes equa*ly for all appar tus: the codes used withp
in the Police deparimernt and the Offﬂce of Irtermal Bevenlew, in Internat-
ional Banks and in the Educatlonal Systems are JuEu 23 immarually regist-
ered on tapes es they are in TY emxttora. Fow this explalns the lsck ef
memexy ¢f what is called the rpublic ap:nion': kf =211 qf us are immertal
within the memory ef the Police department and the Office of Iﬁternal Re~
veniew, why should any eme t*y and *emember a:ythlng at all, esnecially
if you can swit cn the TV box ®Which cen remind you of anythirg you have
forgetisn? Pes t-historicel ex*stence ig loss of 2emory ,ust as much as
rassive consumrs tion of progrems, and the imases and sounds of TY mean that
you can permiv yeuﬁself the luxury net to remenber.

In tkis talk thes TY code was given only as one swong meny Des-
sible examples ¢f codes with "new meerings", OQther examples are the traf
fio code, the code of computors, or the codes of supermarkets, This 4is
why I said that the term "audiovisual media" is Wrong and mialeading: it
is net because some of the new codes consist of symbols which can bs seen
and heard that they carry & new sort of meaning, but because they are Pro-
duced within apparataa ir order to p“ogram us for a passiva and innemor—

G
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able post—nistorical existence.‘ rha new meanings of these codea aro
past-hiatorlcal sisuatiens, mytha of the Becend erder, They mean a
world within which there can be no action, only contenﬁlatien, ro rea—
p.nsability, enly enaoynent, ng dialoguo, enly an anorphoaa conmnnion.
in ehort they nmean Peradise on Earth, the Pullmess of Time, the Saeond
Coming, thezrs is an apacaliptical, chiliastical neaning. Bvary tina you
awitch en your 7Y bex, look at a postar ex watch & red traffic light 29
ofl and on, you can ses that the Kingdom ef Heaven is a% hand and it is
prec1sely this mbanden of historlcal censclousnoss and thia expactation
ol lmmedlate Zullfillment that is called "nass-cultargw
'I said that I do net bo;‘eve ma:xist analyaza to be 2 con?onient
toel for the understanding of this 31*uation. It does not permit ns 0
loarn how te decipner the neaning of ahe new coaee, becanse it takoa it
for granted that they serve the intares.a of tha "owners of apparatas*
It takes For grante&'%hhu the new codes pregraa ns for posu-nisturieal
exis»enca because tne programmers are intereSued in havzng us live that
way, and that o aeczphar the new coqes is to unmask thls hluden intaat-
lon. But such &n analy31s mlssea fne peiﬁt alltogether, which is preciae—
iy that there are ne hnnﬁn ewners kT the aupe-hnman and subhnman apparat-
us, and that aec;s;ons are not taxen semeﬂﬁhera "behlnd" tne apnaratus,
bat within it. Bub there is anotner, even deeper reason Why such an ana-
‘lysls Teailis %o grasyp what ail this is ahout- it recommends aectien against
the apparatus To prevenu them Irom estab;;sn;ng a nost-h;ster*cal total_
" itarian society eround tnem,‘wnl;e every acuzen tends to strenghten.ths
apparetus instead of endangerlng tnem: revoluulens do not threaten b 4
emittors, they supply then with raw materzal Tor TV programs.

Actions are tyﬂlca¢1y n;suerical fcrxs of exzstence. Histery
is a series of acts, a ndramat, and nlstorlcal aan is an &acior, "drontea*,
Bafore the coming ebout of apnara*us, action %as the attompt to chnaenge
the world for 13 %o be as it ought to e, (lu was the at em@t te "make
g value realn), But new actien ls & ureuext et a program ne longer are
we acters on the auage of h&Sucry, but mevie aetors W1th1n a celoasal
suuerproductlon of a film o be hatcheu on a cinema sereen. Whether we
aurn_oursnlvee alive 1ike Vletnamese monks, ﬁnatner we step en the Sure
Tace of the Mooﬁ, wheuher'we q;scover 8 new 1n1ra-nuclear particle or
whether We crsete a new work of art: all these ects of surs w1ll be re-
coded within an apparatus inte a program and thus become 1mmort&l In

'factx this is the ultimate purpose of- each ana every actlon at nresent:
to_be eonsumed over and over agaln by recelvers. Actiens are at presert
nothing but raw material IOI‘ mrtks of ‘Ghe second order, and Ch& Guevara

| is a mevie acior in a film "abou " revolutlon. He 13 what the apparatus
agairst which he is committed feed on,.
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7o say that we are Deing programmed by impersonal apparatus

threwgh codes manipilated or the basisf eof impersonal, almost automate
ic decisiens, and that theee codes mean & universe of myths which serve
no human purpese al*hough they are obviously artificial, sonndsauapieioua
ly like surrender. It sounds suspiciously like saying that thare is ne
use in trying teo +earn how to decipher the mearings of the naw codes, sine
nething c¢an be dons about then. The very opresite is, of course, the pure
pose ¢f the preeent refiection. mhe thesis I want .to defand is thisy if
it i3 true that the apvaratus Serve To nnnan purnose, that even those whe
velieve that they are in conitrel are in reallty meraly overaters, and if
it 18 %rue that the apparatas program ws with informatien the aaaning ot
which is net ebvieas and that their dee ciphering must be learned, 1t fallgw
that if enly one could master tkhe key te The new codes and thus 180k =
hew threugh the immense complexlty of tha ap aratus one night take noéum
e3sion ¢f them 2nd submit them to human Uurpose.

Such a thesis is less uteyic than it Seounds at first hearing.
It mairtains, in f= ct, that it is a better strategy te try and understand
Qﬁe new monsters which mundate us with mlsleadinr infcrmatian from hérn—
ing till evering end thus induce us te elienate ourselves frem events than
to try and sirike blindly against fthem., I meintains that 1% 4s wiser. to
irstitute sckeels for communigatien studies than teo rebel against mess
commurication, end thet it is a beitter idea ts study cybarmatics tham ts
"thimk smell®, The reeson why it msintaine this is that thd history ef
Western civilisation, (and possibly history "tout court"), has prodneed
the present situction for better or for worse, snd that it is wiser +e
try to use it for the bebtter rather than try o do swsy with 1%,

Fow what I prorpose will not give rise to gensral enthusiasm,
It is net very glamcrous io rocommend ftedieus studiea insitead of ndirect
actienn, especially if it is so seducing Ve let everything be as it iz and
enjoy the programs. It is ret very glamerous to recommend the study ef
commur:icetions theory instead of joining & nrotest march or wetching en
nIr-rated movie, But I firmly beldevs thal either shall we, (first some
cf us, later the mejority of us), learm what the new zmeening of the symbel
zbout us is, (ard this is a tedioeus srvranticaeship), er Kingdom co? Hemven
will indeed be ¥stablisbed on Barth, and nothing will ever happen,
0f course: this invelves a cheice, (pessitly the last chei-
¢e within our civilisatior), Dees one drefer a life of freedom, or cne
of enjoyment? I am juite ungble to state the reesons why I prefer the
first alternative, end this incapacity of mine is not only mine: it is
& symptom 0f the crisgsis we are in, Those Who say that Tresent TV pro-
grams are fine as they are now are just as "right® as T am, This $alk
Proposes an alterrative to the rresent {ine TV programs.




